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For over two decades, Monika has represented businesses and individuals in intellectual property matters before 

the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office and the U.S. Copyright Office, as well as various federal and state courts. 

While she is experienced in trademark and copyright law, she particularly enjoys helping innovators strategically 

value and globally protect their proprietary developments through the patent procurement process.

In her prosecution practice, she has obtained significant patents for clients, including patents relating to algal 

biotechnology, water purification, mining and natural gas equipment, military applications, agricultural equipment 

and technology, energy efficient structures, and the polyethylene pipe welding industry. She has also represented 

clients in obtaining hundreds of federal and foreign trademark registrations, including critical registrations for 

MedExpress Urgent Care, Alpha Natural Resources, Aplicare (now owned by Clorox), Renewable Algal Energy, 

and Fast Fusion. On the creative side, she has assisted photographers, authors, software developers, and other 

individuals and businesses in obtaining copyright protection and registrations for their original works.

Monika couples her technical knowledge with significant experience strategizing with clients on effective business 

organization and transaction structure, including licensing arrangements, acquisitions, and other business 

transactions. Recently she has worked closely with a start-up which cultivates lavender on former coal mine 

property and produces retail products therefrom, and another start-up which has developed green energy 

solutions for industrial greenhouses. She has closed profitable business acquisitions, including several cookie 

companies, coal operations, and Internet start-ups, and other transactions, including licensing of technology, 

venture capital investments, and government contracts. Her varied experience makes her best suited for business

transactions with significant intellectual property value.

Throughout her career, Monika has represented clients in the coal and natural gas industries, defense 

contractors, medical equipment industry and bioenergy. She has also presented on an array of intellectual 

property topics throughout the state of West Virginia and the country, including presentations on intellectual 

property to the Energy & Mineral Law Foundation, the TransTech Energy Conference, and SBIR/STTR 

conferences and webinars.

In recent years, Monika has concentrated her practice on helping clients not only protect all of their intellectual 
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property but also effectively combat or work around the intellectual property of her clients’ competitors, who may 

otherwise aggressively assert infringement or misappropriation claims. In doing so, she draws on the lessons 

learned through her experience with past business conflicts, including roles the government and courts may have 

in such conflicts. While she prefers disputes be resolved quickly and to the benefit of her clients so business may 

productively continue, she encourages and leads aggressive litigation when necessary.

As a side practice, Monika also works with clients on child adoption and surrogacy arrangements. Having more 

than 20 years of experience with adoptions under West Virginia law and with the formation of many surrogacy 

agreements, she brings knowledgeable and compassionate representation to all facets of the adoption and 

surrogacy process.

Services

• Intellectual Property

• Trademark Procurement/Management & Copyright

• Intellectual Property Acquisitions

• Patent Procurement & Management

Education

• Washington and Lee University School of Law  (J.D., 1993)

• Lafayette College  (B.S., 1990)

o Electrical Engineering

Bar Admissions

• Colorado

• West Virginia

• U.S. Patent & Trademark Office

Court Admissions

• U.S. Court of Appeals for the Fourth Circuit

• U.S. District Court for the Southern District of West Virginia

• U.S. District Court for the Northern District of West Virginia

Affiliations/Memberships

• The Greater Kanawha Valley Foundation, Active Member for Distributions, Program, and Scholarship 

committees

• Washington & Lee University, Law Council

• The Episcopal Diocese of West Virginia, Standing Committee President

• Intellectual Property Owners Association, Active Member of Diversity and Inclusion Committee

• Leadership West Virginia, Class of 2001



Distinctions

• Young Gun, West Virginia Executive (2003)

• Distinguished Young Alumna, Washington & Lee University

• Best Lawyers®

o Copyright, Patent and Trademark Law (2021-2022)

• IP Stars by Managing Intellectual Property (2020)

Experience

Intellectual Property Experience

Monika has assisted clients in obtaining over 150 patents, 400 trademarks, and 50 copyright registrations. She 

has also successfully negotiated a multimillion dollar license agreement for a client and has successfully resolved 

multiple court rulings or settlements in patent disputes.

Publications

January 13, 2020

WV House Bill 4005 – West Virginia Intellectual Property & Trade Secrets Act

Community Service

Monika contributes her passion and leadership into West Virginia communities through a diverse array of 

organizations. With more than two decades of leadership, she understands the value of collaboration and brings 

an idealistic exuberance to resolving community challenges.

Through June 2022, Monika led the Board of Directors and staff of the Kanawha County Public Library in the re-

imagination, renovation, and expansion of the current main branch of the library, transforming the facility into a 

$32M, 21st century community space which invites patrons to explore, create, and collaborate. Since assuming 

her role as president of the Board in 2016, her voice has joined others in advocating for public libraries and the 

vital role they play in the communities they serve, including in successful levy campaigns and in the re-opening of 

a branch library following devastating floods in Clendenin, W.V.

Over the past decade, Monika also served on the Board of Directors of the Greater Kanawha Valley Foundation, 

one of the top 100 largest community foundations in the nation and the largest in Central Appalachia. Her passion

was most evident in her service as chairman of the foundation’s Distributions Committee, which during her tenure 

distributed $25 million in discretionary funding to organizations served by the Foundation.



Earlier in her career, Monika served as president of the Board of the YWCA of Charleston, W.V., where among 

other initiatives she oversaw the opening of the Shanklin Center for Senior Enrichment, a small community of 

independent-living apartments that provide permanent housing for elder abuse victims. Monika continues to make

and deliver bread and vegetables for the women sheltered at the center.

As a dedicated mother, Monika often led from the sidelines while her sons led on the football field or wrestling 

mat. She never tired of feeding athletes meals and encouragement while also seeking corporate support for the 

teams.

Ever mindful of her education, Monika continues to serve in advisory and leadership roles with the college that 

honed her passion for electrical engineering (Lafayette College), and the university that brought her into the legal 

profession (Washington & Lee University).

In faith, Monika commits her time to the WV Episcopal Diocese and her beloved St. Matthews congregation. 

Locally, she has served in the Sunday school, on the Altar Guild, with hospitality and outreach, and on the parish’s

Vestry. Statewide, she is presently active with the Standing Committee as the diocese transitions to a new bishop.
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