FOCUS ON THE POSITIVE PERSONAL JOURNEY
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Jane and Dave Wickham sold their Centerville home and moved to Lewisburg in May to bring their dream of owning a business designed to
offer positive experiences to life. The Joy & Whimsy Depot will open at the end of April. coNTRIBUTED

Spreading some Joy & Whimsy

Dayton attorney, his
wife creating art-filled
space where people
can escape stress.

ByBeth Anspach
Contributing Writer

The holiday season can be stress-
ful and with all the hustle and bus-
tle, people often forget that it’s

meant to be a time of goodwill.

Dave Wickham, a former Center-
ville resident and attorney and part-
ner at Dinsmore & Shohl LLP, said
he has noticed a pattern over the
years of people becoming harsher
to one another and less kind.

“I was diagnosed with Parkin-
son’s Disease about ten years ago,”
Wickham said. “My wife, Jane,
and I were going through some
frustration because it took a very
long while to get a diagnosis. We

knew we needed to find some-
thing encouraging to make us feel
better.”

The couple discovered that it was
difficult to find a place designed just
to make people happy and to give
them a place to escape the stress
of their everyday lives. They began
wondering if they could open such
a place themselves.

“Jane and I had this vision to cre-
ate a place that would display posi-
tive, creative and colorful works of

art by local and regional artists,”
Wickham said. “We wanted peo-
ple to be able to come in and stay
as long as they needed to, then
leave with a smile and a renewed
spirit of kindness.”

But finding that perfect place
wasn’t easy. The couple began
looking for abandoned churches
and found many that had been
sitting empty so long that they

Couple continued on D2



Couple

continued from D1

would need extensive ren-
ovation. They had a name
for their business - “The Joy
& Whimsy Depot” — but no
physical location.

“The dream was almost
dead until one day I was talk-
ing to a friend about my life
with Parkinson’s,” Wickham
said. “She said my whole
demeanor changed when I
talked about the Depot and
my face lit up!”

Wickham decided to
expand his search and found
a church and parsonage in
Lewisburg that had been
occupied until 2018 when
it was put up for sale.

“This place was so much
further along than any we
had seen,” Wickham said.
“It was perfect to display
art, but also had space for
a garden and path where
people could go to medi-
tate and pray.”

The parsonage needed
the most work, and Wick-
ham said he wasn’t sure
he could convince Jane to
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move in. But after closing
on the property near the
end of April and selling their
Centerville home, the cou-
ple moved in and began the
renovation process.

We had contractors come
out and we painted and
replaced doors and win-
dows, which helped it look
a little more presentable,”

Wickham said. “We ended
up taking the chimney down
because it was leaning!”

Another reason Wickham
said his wife was supportive
of purchasing the property
was because the couple had
always liked the Lewisburg
community.

“We had been to Lewis-
burg several times over the

years and we just felt it was
special,” Wickham said. “It’s
not that far from Dayton and
my work and we knew the
community would be sup-
portive.”

In fact, Lewisburg res-
idents, along with Mayor
Marsha Jones and Village
Manager Jeff Sewart, say
they are excited about the
Joy & Whimsy Depot and
how it will fit into their
vision for the arts in the
community. And the Wick-
hams were excited to install
a sign finally announcing
the opening.

“Our grand opening will
be the last week of April,”
Wickham said. “We are con-
tacting various art organi-
zations and schools looking
for art of all different types,
including painting, sculp-
ture, film, quilts, videos and
music. As long as it is pos-
itive, joyful and encourag-
ing, we want to see it.”

The Joy & Whimsy Depot
will be family friendly and
there will be no admission
charge. Donations to sup-
port the nonprofit will be
accepted at the door. The

church renovation includes
the sanctuary, which will
feature formal art and the
former fellowship hall in the
basement, which will house
more whimsical art pieces.
The Depot will be opened
to the public May through
October every year and for
special events November
through April. A Film and
Arts Festival, designed to
tell the Joy & Whimsy Depot
story, will be held Feb. 2-9.

Seeing his dream come to
fruition continues to inspire
Wickham to do what he can
to stave off the debilitating
effects of Parkinson’s.

“The amazing thing is
that I am doing things now
that two years ago I couldn’t
come close to doing,” Wick-
ham said. “Parkinson’s treat-
ments are developing so
quickly, and I am so thank-
ful for this opportunity to
spread joy and kindness
to all.”

For more information,
visit JoyWhimsyDepot.com.

Contact this contributing
writer at banspach@ymail.
com.



