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ABOUT THE COVER

For this issue, we are highlighting a courthouse on our cover that will soon rise in St. Petersburg — the Bernie McCabe Courthouse, which will
be the new home of the Second District Court of Appeal. The Second District Court of Appeal hears appeals of circuit and county court decisions
from three of Florida’s twenty judicial circuits in the Greater Tampa Bay area, representing nearly four million people. The circuits include the Sixth

Judicial Circuit (Pinellas and Pasco counties), the Twelfth Judicial Circuit (Manatee, Sarasota, and DeSoto counties), and The Thirteenth Judicial
Circuit (Hillsborough County).

The 2021 legislative session produced the approval and funding to build a new courthouse for the Second DCA in Pinellas County, The Bernie
McCabe Courthouse, which is named for the late, longtime, and distinguished State Attorney for the Sixth Judicial Circuit. The Courthouse is in the final stages and the site and foundation
work is beginning. Visit the Second DCA website for more information: https://2dca.flcourts.gov/. (Thank you to the Second DCA for providing this image.)

MAR -

APR 2024 | HCBA LAWYER



THE HILLSBOROUGH COUNTY BAR ASSOCIATION

Editor
Jim Wimsatt

OFFICERS
President: Alex Caballero

COMMITTEES

B SECTIONS

16 RETHINKING HARMLESS ERROR 53 JOHN JAY - FIRST CHIEF JUSTICE | 22 BEING A SOLO PRACTITIONER IS
ANALYSIS APPLICATION AND OF THE SUPREME COURT NOT FOR THE FAINT OF HEART
RICHARDSON HEARINGS Senior Counsel Section Diversity, Equity & Inclusion Committee
Appellate Practice Section by Thomas Newcomb Hyde by Tiffani K. Thornton
by Natalia C. Reyna-Pimiento 54 ENHANCING FIRM OPERATIONS | 49 OUR NATION’S VETERANS:

18 SAVING GRACE? TIMELY FILING THROUGH ADVANCED SYSTEMS WHO ARE THEY AND WHAT
DOWNSTREAM GLAIMS & AUTOMATION WE CAN DO TO HELP THEM
Construction Law Section Solo & Small Firm Section Military & Veterans Affairs Committee
by Alex M. Sarsfield & by Dawn Myers & Katelyn Dougherty by Bryan P. Hernandez
Jessica Skoglund Mazariego 56 TIME TO START PLANNING 51 ETHICAL TRUST ACCOUNTING -

26 IS FLORIDA NEXT? INCREASES FOR THE SUNSET PRACTICAL TIPS
IN M&A NOTICE REQUIREMENTS Tax Law Section Professionalism & Ethics Committee
Health Care Law Section by Cortney J. Harrington by Debra J. Davis
by Kathleen Premo &

Enrique Miranda 59 AVOIDING PRE-SUIT ATTORNEY
FEES BY CONSIDERING

38 EFFECTIVE MEDIATION IN PRE-SUIT SETTLEMENT
EMPLOYMENT LAW CASES Trial & Litigation Section
Labor & Employment Law Section by Amy Currotto
by Mandi Ballard Clay

60 COVID-19 AND DEATH

40 THE ROLE OF A GUARDIAN AD BENEFITS RULINGS FOR
LITEM IN FAMILY COURT FIRST RESPONDERS =
Marital & Family Law Section Workers’ Compensation Section
by Elizabeth Burchell by Anthony V. Cortese . I N EvE RY Is s u E

46 GETTING PAID FOR MEDIATION:

A FEW STRATEGIES TO 14 100 CLUB

MAXIMIZE COLLECTION 15 SAVE THE DATE

Mediation & Arbitration Section

by Christopher M. Shuman 42 HCBA BENEFIT PROVIDER

52 GIFTS OF BUSINESS INTERESTS 95 WELCOME NEW MEMBERS
?:meNOF YOUR CLIENT’S 62 AROUND THE ASSOCIATION
Real Property, Probate & Trust Law 62 ADVERTISING INDEX
Section by Nicolette Rea 63 JURY TRIALS

President-Elect: Anthony D. Martino; Imm. Past President: Jacqueline Simms-Petredis

Secretary: Matt Hall; Treasurer: Scott Stigall

LAWYLER

Executive Director
John F. Kynes EX-OFFICIO

Chief Judge Christopher Sabella; Judge Jessica Costello; Al Gomez

DIRECTORS

Sean Bevil

Amy Casanova-Ward
Christine Derr
Vivian Hodz

Chester H. Ferguson Law Center
1610 N. Tampa St., Tampa, FL 33602
Telephone (813) 221-7777
www.hillsbar.com

ADVERTISING

PR/Communications Director
Stacy Williams
stacy@hillsbar.com

Elba Martin
Web Melton
Sara Peacock
Valeria Obi

Amanda Uliano
Jason Whittemore

(ISSN 1553-4456) THE HILLSBOROUGH COUNTY BAR ASSOCIATION Lawyer is published six times per year by the Hillsborough County Bar Association. Editorial, advertising, subscription, and circulation offices: 1610 N. Tampa St., Tampa, FL
33602. Changes of address must reach the Lawyer office six weeks in advance of the next issue date. Give both old and new address. POSTMASTER: Send change of address notices to Hillsborough County Bar Association, 1610 N. Tampa St.,
Tampa, FL 33602. One copy of each Lawyer is sent free to members of the Hillsborough County Bar Association. Additional subscriptions to members or firm libraries are $50. Annual subscriptions to others, $100. Single copy price, $15.00.
(All plus tax.) The Lawyer is published as part of the HCBA's commitment to provide membership with information relating to issues and concerns of the legal community. Opinions and positions expressed in the articles are those of the authors
and may not necessarily reflect those of the HCBA. Submissions of feature articles, reviews, and opinion pieces on topics of general interest to the readership of theLawyer are encouraged and will be considered for publication.

2 MAR - APR 2024 | HCBA LAWYER



OUR NATION’S VETERANS: WHO ARE THEY AND WHAT WE CAN DO TO HELP THEM

Military & Veterans Affairs Committee

Chairs: Robert Barton — Rumberger/Kirk & Steve Collins — Law Office of Rory Weiner

his article serves as an

overview of our nation’s
veteran population in
order to better serve
them. To accomplish this, it is
important to understand who
is considered a veteran, the
composition of our veteran
population, and their needs.

Under Title 38 of the Code of
Federal Regulations, a veteran is
defined as “a person who served
in the active military, naval, air,
or space service, and who was
discharged or released therefrom
under conditions other than
dishonorable.”! Veterans come
from one of the six branches of
the military — the Army, Navy,
Air Yorce, Marine Corps, Coast
Guard, and Space Force. They
serve as part of active duty, reserve,
and/or National Guard forces
and are afforded different benefits
based on the character of their
military service.

The majority of veteran
benefits today are derived from the
Servicemen’s Readjustment Act
of 1944, or G.1. Bill, which was
enacted to help the 12.1 million
World War II veterans returning
home. The G.I. Bill provided
veterans with low-cost mortgages,
business loans, unemployment
benefits, and tuition assistance for
college and vocational schools.

These benefits, coupled with
a government veteran health care
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This article serves as
an overview of our
nation’s veteran
population in order
to better serve them.

system, continue to provide a
critical platform to assist veterans
returning from America’s wars
with their transition to civilian
life and with their medical care.

According to the U.S. Census
Bureau, there are approximately
16.1 million veterans in the U.S.
today.? Within this population
exist several groups, each unique
based on their period of service.

The first group consists of our
aging WWII, Korean War, and
Vietnam War-era veterans. Many
were drafted in their youth, fought
overseas under extreme hardships,
and returned home needing
assistance to transition back to
civilian life. They comprise
almost 60% of America’s veteran
population today — almost 9
million veterans.® Many are in their
late-60’s to 90’s and need assistance
regarding long-term medical care,
disability benefits, housing, estate
planning, survivor benefits and
elder law.

The other group of veterans,
almost 7 million, consists of those
who served during the period
between the First Gulf War (1990-
91) through the War on Terrorism
(2001-2021) — America’s longest
conflict.* Approximately 3.7 million
veterans served in Iraq, Afghanistan,
and elsewhere after the 9/11
attacks.’ These newer veterans,
many in their late-30’s and 40’s,

have a variety of different legal

needs from assistance with filing
disability claims and post-9/11
education benefits with the
Department of Veterans Affairs, to
seeking employment and housing
assistance. Unfortunately, many are
unaware of the benefits for which
they qualify and need assistance
navigating the bureaucracy and
laws to obtain them.

In summary, this is our veteran
population today, and they could
use our legal help. m

138 U.S.C.S. § 101; see also Paulson
v. Brown, 7 Vet. App. 466 (U.S. 1995).

2 Fact Sheet, America’s Wars.
[Washington D.C.] Office of Public
Affairs, Department of Veterans
Affairs, November, 2020.

% Vespa, Jonathan E. Those Who
Served: America’s Veterans From
World War II to the War On Terror.
[Washington, D.C.]: U.S. Department
of Commerce, U.S. Census Bureau,
2020, vol. 43, Table 1, p. 2.

*1d. Table 2, p. 8.

5 Id.
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