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David focuses his practice in the digital asset and blockchain technology ecosystem, drawing on the firm’s 

national platform and comprehensive set of capabilities as he advises on a broad range of matters, including 

project formation and structuring, tokenomics, financing strategy, federal and state securities laws, and digital 

asset sales, ranging from discussing the viability of token launch via ICO, IDO, IEO, SAFT, or warrant, as well as 

structuring and championing alternative securities offering (including Reg A+, Reg D/Rule 506(c), Reg S, and 

Regulation Crowdfunding). David’s practice is defined by its emphasis on the ever-evolving regulatory and 

compliance requirements of web3 companies, projects, protocols, entrepreneurs, and developers. His clients 

benefit greatly from David’s industry-recognized thought-leadership and by his publication of informational content

covering current and evolving developments in the world of crypto, blockchain, Web3, the metaverse, and 

traditional securities, including repeated publication by the National Law Review and Law360.

David’s web3 experience includes: counseling clients on the structure and creation of staking funds; supporting 

new and legacy cryptocurrency mining ventures; serving as outside general counsel and Chief Compliance Officer

for base layer protocol developers; structuring and facilitating payroll and banking capacity for on-chain investors; 

drafting, reviewing, and revising staking services, exchange listing, and on-chain market-making agreements; 

effecting digital asset offerings, with special attention to categorization as a securities offering and any related 

filings; and the development and implementation of ICO unwinding practice and procedure, including delisting, 

burning, and securities remediation considerations.

To provide web3 industry participants a proactive option for navigating the ever shifting and sometimes piecemeal 

regulatory framework they operate within, David works with clients throughout the development, implementation, 

and maintenance of bespoke compliance programs. With the support of a fractionalized Chief Compliance Officer 

(CCO), clients are afforded affirmative and ongoing compliance oversight and strategic counsel. CCOs work to 

maintain and update policies and procedures, incorporating evolving best practices in real time, which are in turn 

incorporated and codified in each client’s bespoke compliance manual. Each client’s compliance manual is then 

reinforced by continuous testing – from periodic assessment and review of digital asset risk ratings and certain 

communications (email and otherwise), CCOs monitor marketing materials (website content updates, marketing 

materials/campaigns, etc.) and social media traffic. By conducting ongoing testing, clients are positioned to 

respond to any compliance deficiency or regulatory inquiry affirmatively and confidently.
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In addition to his work with web3 companies and investors, David maintains a vibrant practice working on 

traditional corporate and securities matters, with an emphasis on private and public securities transactions, 

disclosure reporting, and offering remediation, as well as representing both large and small companies on all 

aspects of business formation, fundraising, mergers and acquisitions, and regulatory compliance.

When counseling clients, David maintains focus on building relationships based on trust, communication, and 

responsiveness. He aims to incorporate the lessons learned as Adjunct Professor of Law at the University of 

Cincinnati College of Law when counseling clients into his daily practice, and firmly believes that nothing teaches 

you a subject more fully and more deeply than learning how to teach it to others.

David leverages his past professional experiences, whether working on the line as a cook and a chef in Cincinnati

and New York City or picking salmon out of a net in Alaska as a commercial fisherman, to relate to clients who are

working hard to create new and exciting possibilities for themselves and for the industries and markets they 

participate in.

Services

• Corporate & Transactional

• Mergers & Acquisitions

• Capital Markets

• Private Placements

• Public Company Reporting, Compliance & Governance

• Public Offerings

• Banking & Financial Services

• Blockchain Technology & Digital Currency

• Gaming & Sports Industry

Education

• University of Cincinnati College of Law  (J.D., magna cum laude, 2018)

o Order of the Coif

• Ohio University  (B.A., 2011)

Bar Admissions

• Ohio

Affiliations/Memberships

• Cincinnati Bar Association

• Ohio Bar Association

Distinctions

• Cincy Leading Lawyer, Cincy Magazine (2021 - 2022)



Publications

March 2, 2023

SEC Commissioner Discusses Reform to Regulation D

February 3, 2023

Listen to Your Critics: SEC Commissioner Considers the Future of Crytpo Regulation at Digital Assets 

Conference

December 12, 2022

Another Block Falls: BlockFi Files for Chapter 11 Protection, Highlighting Need for Crypto Controls

November 1, 2022

FTX Delisting Highlights Howey Risks

November 1, 2022

State Securities Regulators Target Metaverse Casino

November 1, 2022

Influential Risk: Kim Kardashian, the SEC and the Need for Marketing Compliance

October 17, 2022

Nation’s Oldest Bank Announces Custody Services for Crypto-Assets

September 21, 2022

Merging into a Security? After Ethereum Migration, SEC Chairman Comments on Staking

September 16, 2022

SEC Division of Corporation Finance to Add Industry Offices Focused on Crypto Assets

September 15, 2022

OFAC Offers Guidance in the Wake of Tornado Cash Sanctions

July 15, 2022

Ohio Embraces Blockchain Technology and Digital Assets

Law360

June 23, 2022

Senators Gillibrand and Lummis Seek to Regulate Digital Assets

June 14, 2022

UST Crash Leads to US-Based Class Action

June 1, 2022

Ohio’s First Step Towards Blockchain Adoption

May 20, 2022



Are SEC In-House Judges Unconstitutional?

May 19, 2022

Banks Set to Abandon SPAC Market as SEC Proposes New Rules

May 5, 2022

Bill in U.S. House Would Limit SEC’s Reach Over Crypto Exchanges

May 5, 2022

SEC Nearly Doubles Size of Enforcement’s Crypto Assets and Cyber Unit

April 27, 2022

Digital Asset Safeguarding Disclosure: Best Practice Becoming SEC Mandate

April 14, 2022

SEC’s Proposed ‘Dealer’ Definition: A Shadow Ban on DeFi?

April 5, 2022

EU Lawmakers Vote to Regulate Digital Wallets

March 25, 2022

SEC Registrants Should Prepare Now for Proposed Climate-Related Disclosure Rules

March 18, 2022

President Biden Issues Executive Order on Cryptocurrencies, Taking Steps Toward Regulation

February 16, 2022

Crypto Lending: The SEC Weighs In
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